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Joy

by Craig Gibson

As we approach this Christmas season, most of us are caught up in the capitalism-gone-mad of this holiday season. 
Just a walk through most local malls and the gaudiness and poor taste of decorations and cheesy Christmas tunes 
overwhelm one©s senses. This is  all  done for our benefit  in a sad but  effective way to sell  a piece of  perceived 
ªhappinessº. 

With that said, lets put the commercialism of Christmas aside and answer one question: ªWhat is Joy?º. We may
debate endlessly on politics, ineffective government officials, school curriculum and our clean Hong Kong air...cough, 
cough..., but what about something that is truly important? What about Joy? A knee jerk reaction may be to say that 
joy is attained in watching a Manchester United game, lively cricket match or a basketball game. I too, love a great 
ballgame or watching a good movie, but is this true joy No, it is not.

The other night I sat on my sofa with Aili, my daughter, resting her head on my leg while Ena, my youngest daughter,
grasped my finger with her tiny hand, wide eyed and giggling. All my thoughts of the rat race that makes Hong Kong 
the ªworld cityº are swept away by something neither Hong Kong money nor the work of man could ever create. For 
me, I needed to embrace the unconditional love and joy that two little children can bring me. I am also reminded of the 
love our heavenly father gives us and the reason for our Christmas celebrations of a precious gift in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Yes, there is true joy. It is my challenge to the readers to take some time this holiday season to be still and
search for what brings them the greatest joy. When you find it, spend time to embrace it. (a version of this letter was 
published in the SCMP on December 24th 2006).
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